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had no knowledge whatever of the Plot until it was made " public to all
the world." As hatred of the Catholic religion alone was obviously the
reason of his death, the cause of Fr, Oldcorne has been included in
the list of the other martyrs whose names are being considered in Rome
with a view to canonization, and the result may be awaited with confidence,
In conclusion it may be said that the Venerable Edward Oldcorne was
regarded as the establisher and director of " nearly all the domestic churches
in his locality " (Foley: Records, xii. p. 843). These " domestic churches,'1
of course, are the private oratories of such old Catholic families as the
Winters of Huddington, Lyttletons of Hagley, Berkeleys of Spetchley,
Hornyholds of Blackmore Park, Baynhams of Pursell, and Williams of
Malvern, who so long kept the Mass and the Faith, generally, from be-
coming extinct in Worcestershire and the adjacent counties.
[Challoner: Memoirs of Missionary Priests, vol. ii. Foley: Records
of the Eng. Province, S.J., vols. ix. and xii. David Jardine: A
Narrative of the Gunpowder Plot. (London, 1857.) Lingard :
History of England, vol. vii. Caih. Record Society, Miscellanea,
vol. vii. Gillow: Bibliographical Dictionary of the English
Catholics.}
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BILLIART, THE BLESSED JULIE, FOUNDRESS OF THE
CONGREGATION OF SISTERS OF NOTRE DAME
(1751-1816)
IT was a common remark among well-informed, sympathetic publicists at
the beginning of the nineteenth century,  that after the overthrow of
religion and settled government, the greatest disaster brought upon France
4 by the Revolution was the almost entire destruction of the system of
education that existed in 1789.   Old France had more universities, colleges
and schools than any other country in the world.   The vast majority of
these time-honoured, and generally very efficient, institutions were swept
away by the Jacobins, and their material resources seized and squandered
by the promoters of the new " enlightenment/'    But if the losses were
enormous, the recuperative genius of the French character was never
more conspicuously seen than in the restoration of the homes of learning
that so speedily followed after the establishment of the Concordat (1802).
Among the many and deservedly illustrious names associated with this
noble work, that of Julie Billiart will ever stand forth conspicuous*   Nor
are the circumstances of her career less noteworthy than her achievements.
The sixth child of a poor shopkeeper of Cavilly in Picardy, named Jean